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Senate
Record of Committee Proceedings

Committee on Health, Health Insurance, Privacy, Property Tax Relief, and
Revenue

Senate Bill 402

Relating to: authorizing certain optometrists to dispense contact lenses that deliver a therapeutic
pharmaceutical agent.

By Senators Vinehout, Cowles, Darling, Ellis, Jauch, Lehman, Schultz, Taylor, Decker and Holperin;
cosponsored by Representatives Seidel, Zigmunt, Ballweg, Benedict, Berceau, Bies, Brooks, Garthwaite,
Hebl, Hintz, Hixson, Hubler, Kaufert, Kerkman, Kestell, Knod], Molepske Jr., Montgomery, Nass, A. Ott,
Pasch, Petrowski, Pridemore, Shilling, Suder, Townsend, Turner, Vruwink and Vukmir.

November 18, 2009 Referred to Committee on Health, Health Insurance, Privacy, Property Tax Relief, and
Revenue.

January 13, 2010 PUBLIC HEARING HELD

Present: @2 Senators Erpenbach, Carpenter, Robson, Lassa, Lazich, Kanavas
and Darling.
Absent: ) None.

Appearances For
. Peter Theo — WI Optometric Association

Appearances Against
. None.

Appearances for Information Only
. None.

Registrations For

. Donna Seidl — Rep.

. Tricia Kinley — Johnson and Johnson

. Tom Engels — Pharmacy Society of Wisconsin

Registrations Against
. None.

Registrations for Information Only
) None.




April 22,2010 Failed to pass pursuant to Senate Joint Resolution 1.

Kelly Becker
Committee Clerk
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DONNA SEIDEL
STATE REPRESENTATIVE
85TH ASSEMBLY DISTRICT

Testimony of Rep. Donna Seidel
Senate Bill 402
Senate Committee on Health, Health Insutance, Privacy,
Property Tax Relief, and Revenue
January 13, 2010

Good morning Chairman Erpenbach and committee members. Thank you for this
opportunity to testify in support of SB 402.

This legislation is very simple and straightforward.  The bill exptessly authorizes
optometrists to dispense medicated contact lenses in addition to their current ability to
prescribe and administer them.

I decided to introduce this bill after talking with an optometrist from my district and learning
about the statutory changes that are needed. SB 402 has the full support of the Wisconsin
Optomettic Association. Senator Vinehout and I are very proud of the strong bi-partisan
support the bill has received.

Under current law, doctors of optometry are permitted to prescribe both contact lenses and
medications that treat eye conditions. Additionally, licensed optometrists may provide a
complimentary sample of the therapeutic agent to a patient to whom the optometrist has
rendered care in his or her office.

New technology 1s constantly being developed to more effectively meet the eye care needs of
health care patients. Very soon, the FDA is expected to give final approval to medicated
contact lenses that treat eye conditions. The medication will be contained in the contact lens
and released into the eye over a period of time.

The Assembly version of this bill (AB 591) passed out of committee unanimously and is
scheduled for a floor vote next week Tuesday. The Assembly Health Committee adopted
one a technical amendment to correct a drafting error. Senator Vinehout will be working
with the committee to have the same amendment considered here.

Thank you for your attention to this legislation. I would now like to introduce Peter Theo
from the Wisconsin Optometric Association.
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